PAGE  

Good Times and Bad in the 1920s and 1930s
Summarize the following sections by answering the questions in point form notes:
1) What happened to the Canadian Economy after the war?

· The war had stimulated the economy and generated jobs.

· When the war was over the economy _____________
· The economy was suffering because: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
2) Why did prosperity return to Canada?

· Canada’s exports helped revive the economy.
· Countries around the world were buying Canada’s raw materials such as: 

__________________________________________________________________  

· Important new industries that exported products were : ______________________________  

· The demand for these products helped the economy by ______________________________ 

· American ________________ caused much of Canada’s economic growth.  
· By 1930 ___________________________________________________________________   

· This created many ______________ for Canadians. 

· More _______________ = More $$$. Therefore, during these boom years many  Canadians had money to spend!

3) Who shared in the prosperity?

· B.C, Ontario, and Quebec became the richest provinces in the 1920’s because: 
_____________________________________________________________________________
· Unfortunately the Prairies suffered from _______________________, therefore, farmers were __________________________

· The East coast Maritime provinces also suffered considerably because 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Only a minority of Canadians prospered in these “boom” times. The rest of Canada had to make due and support their families with low-incomes. 

· In the 1920s those with money would have many new inventions to spend it on!

4) How did prosperity affect the economy? 


$$$ to spend                  Companies_____________________________ 


Canadians bought these products                     Companies _______________________

· In order to expand, a company would have to build _____________________ and__________ more people.   

· These workers would then have _________ to spend!!!

· Many people thought the cycle of ______________________________________________  would continue forever…

· In order for a company to have enough $$$ to expand they would have to sell __________ in their company to other people (investors). Anyone could buy shares. Buying shares in a company means you own a part of it. 

Economy in prosperous times:
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· Shares were bought and sold on the ______________________

· Share prices ____________ when a company got richer by selling more products.

· Share prices ___________ if the company wasn’t doing well

The key to the stock market is to:

                                                               Sell ($$$)_______________


Buy ($)____________ 

 5) How did prosperity affect life in the 1920s? 

· Life changed in many ways! 

· New ____________ became available.

· Frederick Banting and Charles Best invented _______________ to treat ________________ 

6) What products did Canadians buy?  

· New products and innovations made life easier for those who could afford them! 

Explain how the following made life easier… 

· Refrigerator: _______________________________________________________________ 

· Washing Machine: __________________________________________________________

· Electric stove: ______________________________________________________________ 

· Telephones: ________________________________________________________________

· Cars: _____________________________________________________________________   
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· By 1928 ________% of Canadians owned a car.

· Cars created jobs. People were needed to _________________________________________

· The radio was another exciting product of the 1920s!!! Why was the radio important? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
· The most popular radio show in the 1920s was _______________________________!

· Record players and movies were also “new.” People would listen to their music and dance the tango, ____________________________ and ______________

· Movies in the 1920s were: ____________________________________________   
7) How did new industries affect Canadian culture? 

· Some of the changes that occurred during the 1920s had disadvantages.
· Some Canadians felt that Americans were _________________ Canadians too much. 
Explain: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· Another issue that Canadians and Americans handled differently was the use of alcohol.
· Alcohol was believed to be an negative influence because: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
· There was pressure on governments to introduce Prohibition to ban the ______________, _______________, and _____________ of alcoholic drinks 

· During WWI all provinces except ______________ passed prohibition laws. So did the federal government from _______________ - ____________ so that all grain could be used to _______________________ rather than make alcohol

· Although ______________________________did decline during the period of Prohibition, some people ignored the law and made their own ____________, ____________, and ______________   

· In Canada, after the war the federal government __________________________, however in the U.S.A , prohibition remained in effect until _________

· Some Canadians saw this as an excellent business opportunity…

Explain how some Canadians took advantage of the fact that alcohol production was prohibited in America:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
· Prohibition was very difficult to enforce in both Canada and the U.S.A, and (particularly in the U.S.A ) provided opportunities for the expansion of ____________________ (mobsters)
· Prohibition was finally repealed in the U.S.A because ______________________________   

· In Canada, rather than prohibition, the provinces decided to ________________ the manufacture and sale of alcohol in order to _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________   

8) What happened when the boom ended? 

· The prosperity (wealth) of the 1920s didn’t last
· It was followed by a period of economic hardship known in both Canada and the U.S.A as the ___________________________________
9) What were the causes of the Great Depression?

· Companies sold shares and used the money to expand (make new products, explore new markets, increase production, open more locations)

· But overall, incomes were __________, so Canadians can’t afford to buy all the products being produced. 

· Farmers also borrow money to purchase modernized equipment (new tractor) and produce more crops, but crop prices are ___________ so they don’t make very much money and cannot repay their loans.  

· Countries that Canada sold our exports to (paper etc.)  started to charge us more to sell our products there (raised tariff). This means: 

__________________________________________________________   

· Now Canada _______________________________________________________________ 

· ______________ was greater than _______________! 

· Share prices in all companies __________ 
· On October 29th 1929, many people who ________________________________ 
(called buying in the margin) panicked and all _______________________________ 

· *bonus what is the special name given to this date?_________________________________ 

· People could not sell their shares because________________________________ or they sold them for far less than they originally paid. 
· Many people went _______________________________________  
· This is called _____________________________________ 
· Many of the farmers and companies that ___________________________ were in trouble. 
· *Why? __________________________________________________________________  

· They went bankrupt!

*What does this mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Companies that went bankrupt had to ___________________________________ 
· As a result _______________________________________________  
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10) How did the Depression affect families? 

Explain the expression “losing your shirt” or “losing the shirt off your back” ___________________________________________________________   

· People were in trouble because they had borrowed money to buy _____________ 

· When people lost their jobs they were unable to pay their debts. Eventually (if they missed too many payments) the banks would ___________________________________________ 

· If they missed mortgage payments _________________________________________!
· If families couldn’t pay the rent they were evicted

· People turned to ________________, ___________________, ___________________, ________________________, and ______________________ for help

· With no money or job, during the Depression many families became__________________________ 
· People started living in ____________

· Everyone was worried about basic ____________ and _______________

· To help solve this problem the government offered _______________

· How does “relief” work? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
· There was no money for new clothes, so people wore _______________________________

· Children would have to stay home form school in the winter because 

__________________________________________________________________ 

· Families wrote to ______________________ pleading for help 

***your next task is to read the letter to Bennett on the following pages and use it as a model/example for your own letter to Bennett. Your letter should be written in the voice of a person suffering through the Depression who is desperate for help. It should be at least a half-page in length (single-spaced).*** 

11) How did the Depression affect single man and women?

· ______________ men and women could not apply for relief 
· How did single men try to cope? (riding the rods”) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· Single women did not have many choices at all!  

12) How did the Depression affect recent immigrants? 

Since the arrival of the French and British to Canada in the 1600s, the “ideal immigrant” had come from either of these countries only, with allowances made reluctantly for others to come based on the need for people to work the land and boost the economy. Many French and British Canadians thought that too many immigrants from other places were being let in to Canada and they worried that they would pollute the culture of Canada. They also worried that immigrants would take jobs away from other “real” Canadians. 

THIS IS RIDICULOUS CONSIDERING THAT UNLESS YOU ARE NATIVE CANADIAN… WE ARE EITHER DESCENDED FROM IMMIGRANTS OR WE ARE IMMIGRANTS OURSELVES! 

· However during the 1930s, people demanded that the government change its __________________________________ 

· The government responded by _________________________________________ 

· Throughout the 1920s, even though things were (mostly) good in terms of the economy, certain groups ______________ the arrival of “foreign” immigrants (those not from either __________ or _____________ ) 
· The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) specialized in _________________________________________
· The Fascists and the Nazis were mostly ______________________
* what does this mean? 

________________________________________________________

· None of these groups received much support from Canadians, but their existence meant trouble!!! 

· Although not many Canadians joined these groups, many people listened to their messages and ___________________ of what they heard 

· Sometimes people who didn’t believe in these ideas came into conflict with those who did. This caused ____________ in a few Canadian cities 

· Why did this become even more of a problem during the Depression?  

________________________________________________________________________________________
· What happened to immigration during the Depression? 

________________________________________________________  

· Immigrants who could not support themselves did not qualify for relief, they were _______________ instead  
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13) How did the depression affect farmers?    

· Farmers suffered most of all during the Depression

· They were not only hurt by low grain prices (which meant that they could not sell their crops for very much money), they faced _____________________ such as _______________   

· *what does drought mean and how did this affect farmers negatively during the 1930s? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What damage did grasshoppers cause?  __________________________________ 




14) How did the Depression affect workers? 

· Workers during the depression faced: 
1.   ________________

2.   ________________

3.   ________________

4.   ________________

5.   ________________    

· Women were paid much _______ than men  

· What is a union? ____________________________________________________

· Because unemployment was so high and therefore, getting a job was __________ many Canadians didn’t want to join unions because ____________________ 

    _________________________________________________________ 

· People only joined unions if __________________________________________  

· However, if employees went on strike, employers (bosses) would respond by: ________________________________________________________  

· Some workers would try to form very large unions made up of members of the same trade. These unions hoped that they would be able to earn the right to a decent ______________ wage 

· *what is the current minimum wage in Ontario? __________________  

15) What were the political effects of the Depression?  
The Depression was a time of great political change in Canada. People were frustrated with a government that did not help them and voted for change.

How did the government try to help Canadians?
· _________________________________ was Prime Minister for most of the 1920s

· Like so many others, he had not seen the Depression coming and even after the stock market crashed, he did not ________________________________________ 
· When _________________________ asked King for help, he refused, in turn voters showed their disapproval for his lack of support in the 1930 election by voting in ______________________ and the _______________________ party
· Bennett promised $20 million in relief for _________________________________

· The Conservatives raised tariffs on imported goods to protect Canadian companies and farms and tried to increase trade with Britain
· A big mistake that Bennett and his government made was assuming the ________________________________________, but it did not. Instead it continued to shrink and fall.
· The government did not know how to handle the economic crisis! But it did try to help the provinces provide _________________________________________ 

· In October of 1932 the Dept. of National Defence opened relief camps for ________________________________________. By 1935 there were over 200 camps, where over 170 000 men lived
· Conditions in the camp were _________________________________ , and although the men were provided with the necessities (________________________________________), and the men were kept busy doing unnecessary work, the camps did not give them what they really wanted- real jobs! 

16) How did some unemployed show their desire for change? 

· In 1935 the unemployed men began a protest in the camps of B.C. The single men were fed up with ___________________________________
· They wanted __________________________________________________

· A _____________________ was organized. 1800 men left the camps to demonstrate in Vancouver

· The strikers created a list of demands:  

1)

2)

3) 

4)

· The government ignored their demands!

· In desperation 1200 men jumped on trains headed east. They planned to journey to Ottawa to take their demands to the Prime Minister. “______________________________” they shouted!

· Many Canadians supported the strikers along the way. They gave the men ___________ and wished them ______________. It was called the ____________________________
· Bennett was afraid that more men would join the “trekkers.” He ordered to _____________________________
· Bennett invited eight of the strike leader to meet him in Ottawa and present _____________

· They rest of the strikers were to wait in Regina

· Bennett _________________ the demands and refused ____________________________

· The strikers organized a protest in Regina on July 1st 1935. The RCMP were ordered to ___________________________ . 500 police attacked the strikers. One police officer was killed, and 39 were injured. 39 strikers were injured, and 120 were arrested. Most of the men returned to B.C, feeling angry and frustrated- but having done what so many Canadians wanted to do_________________________________________________

17) How did Bennett react to the country’s frustration?

· The weak economy and rise of protest groups worried the Prime Minister. Bennett realized that he would need to make changes beyond what he had already done- setting up the __________________________ and introducing new laws to help farmers if he was to win another election
· In January of 1935 he made a series of radio broadcasts in which he admitted that the government had to take more control so that Canadian workers could live comfortably.
· He promised that the government would make new laws to control ____________________  , increase _________________________ and lower ___________________

· He also promised to introduce _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________

· These were the demands of the _____________________________ and more!

· He called his plan ___________________________after the same slogan used by American President Roosevelt. 

· Canadians did not care. It was too late. They were determined to have change once more. Their demands for change forced the political parties to think about the needs of average Canadians. 
18)   How did Canadians react to Bennett’s promises?
· In 1935 Bennett was voted out and in his place ______________________________ was elected again. 

· His Liberal government did increase spending on _____________________________ and prepared an ____________________________________. The economy began to improve a little. 

· However, it was not until the beginning of WWII that the Depression finally came to an end
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